For Peter Sykes, with thanks for his priceless contributions to my music
at First Church in Cambridge, Congregational (USA) and beyond.
Premiered on 31 May 2026 at First Church in Cambridge, Congregational/

TRILLIONS

Outside, I hear the liquid song of the robin
and the song is an open archway
where love pours into our world

from love beyond.

I know that every bit of this life,
if it be of beauty or not,
is an open archway where love flows in;
and when I soften, joy,
soft as watet,
flows into me.

Each cell within our bodies
is drenched in the liquid song of the robin
whether we feel it or not;
a trillion™ tiny cells, trillions upon trillions,
each thrilling with love.

65 Breathe as needed, even
within words; senza vibrato
(or very little); sempre molto legato.
mp-m

Text and Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)
Score revised 1 July 2026

Soprano

*The human body is made up of 37.2 trillion cells
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