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quarternote = 75-80

Quarternote = 75-80 beginning bar 7.  Before that, 
English Horn and Oboe rubato. Special instruction to 
all:  please sing or play in Baroque style.  Senza vibrato.

Carmen Lactantius
Trans. Sr. Mary Francis McDonald, O.P.

Dedicated with thanks to Michael Wentworth and The Boston Athenaeum
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sing lightly

sing lightly

Where the mighty gate of the everlasting pole lies open.

There is a spot in the Near East, lovely, secluded,

The Phoenix, Movement 1 /Pg.3
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and a wood planted with many a tree,

Here is the grove of the sun, 
The Phoenix, Movement 1 /Pg.4

©2002 Patricia Van Ness
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verdent with the splendor of perpetual leafage.

The Phoenix, Movement 1 /Pg.5
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The Phoenix, Movement 1 /Pg.6

©2002 Patricia Van Ness

˙ 
Œ 

re

œ 
œ # œ 

œ œ 

vi -

œ _ œ # œ 
œ œ œ 

œ # 
œ 

œ 

˙ 

˙ . 

. 

˙ 
˙ 
_ 

. 

. 

œ 

œ # 
œ 

œ 
œ 

œ 

œ 
œ # 

œ 
œ 
_ 
_ 

œ 
œ 

œ ˙ 

vi -
œ _ œ œ 

œ # 

œ œ œ œ 
œ # œ 

˙ œ J  ‰  

˙ . # 

˙ ˙ 
. 
. 

œ 

œ # 
œ 

œ 
œ 

œ 

œ 
œ # 

œ 
œ 
_ 
_ 

œ 
œ 

˙ Œ 

rens.

˙ 
Œ 

rens.

œ . 

F 

‰  Œ 

∑

˙ 

P 

œ 

˙ 
˙ . 

. 
P 

œ œ 

F 

œ _ œ 
œ 
_ 
_ 

œ 

œ . 

F 

≥ œ _ J  
œ 
_ 
_ 

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ ˙ # 

˙ 
˙ 
_ 

. 

. 

œ _ 
œ œ # œ 

œ 
_ 
_ 

œ 

œ 
œ 

œ 

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ . 

˙ . 
œ 

œ 
œ 

œ 
œ 

œ œ _ œ _ œ 

œ 
˙ _ 

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ 
˙ 

œ 
œ 

˙ _ . 
˙ œ 

œ 
œ 

œ 
_ 
_ 

œ 
œ 
_ 
_ œ 

_ 
_ _ 

œ _ 
œ 

œ 

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ . 

˙ 
˙ 
_ 

. 

. 
œ 
_ 
_ 

œ 

œ 
_ 
_ 

œ # 

œ 
_ 
_ 

œ _ 

œ 
œ 

œ 
_ 
_ 

œ œ œ œ œ 

Luc -

∑

∑

∑

˙ . 
œ 

# 

œ œ 

œ œ # œ 

˙ _ . 
œ 

œ 
œ 

œ 
_ 
_ _ œ 

_ 
_ œ 

_ 
_ œ _ œ _ 

œ 

œ 
_ 
_ œ 

_ 
_ œ _ œ _ œ 

œ 

œ 

f 

œ œ œ # œ 

œ 
f 

œ œ _ 

Luc -

œ 

F 

œ œ 

œ œ 

F 

œ œ # œ 

˙ . 

F 

œ 

F 

œ œ 

œ œ œ 

œ œ œ 

œ œ j    
‰  

œ 

tus a -

œ œ œ 

tus a -

œ 

œ _ œ _ 

œ œ œ œ # œ 

˙ . 

œ _ œ _ œ 

œ _ 
œ 

œ 
œ œ œ 

œ 
œ 

œ 
œ œ œ  

l l l l l l

l

l

l

l

l l l l l

l

l

l

l

l l l l l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

ll

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

ll

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l
l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l l l l l l

l

l

l l l l l l

l

l

l l l l l l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

ll

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l
l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l



&

61 62 63 64 65

?

&

&

&

?

B

?

Sop.

Bari.

EH (Tr)

Ob

Hpschd.

Viola

Vc.

&

66 67 68 69 70 71

?

&

&

&

?

B

?

Sop.

Bari.

EH (Tr)

Ob

Hpschd.

Viola

Vc.

attacca

attacca

attacca

attacca

attacca

attacca

attacca

attacca
and sleepless cares, and violent hunger.
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The Phoenix, Movement 2 (The Fountain and the Bird)
(Baritone Tacet)

Chords  in measure 5 and throughout piece played as at beginning: first chord begins on the bottom note, 
second chord begins on the top note, third chord begins again on the bottom note.  Please continue this.

Carmen Lactantius
Trans. Sr. Mary Francis McDonald, O.P.

In the center of the place, there is a fountain

Chant; note values are approximate.

Harpsichord cue for oboe

Patricia Van Ness
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which they call by the name of ‘Living;'

The Phoenix, Movement 2 /Pg.2
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it is clear,

gentle,
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and rich with sweet waters.

This grove, these woods,

As before
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©2002 Patricia Van 
Ness

œ œ œ 

œ 

P 
F 

œ . 
, 

œ j    

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ . œ j    œ 
- 

œ # œ œ 
œ 

£

u - ber a -

∑ 

∑ 

∑ 

W 

w 

f 

w 

U 
P 

# 
Œ 

quis

w w 
p 

∑ 

∑ 

w 

F 

w 

p 

∑ 

∑ 

˙ 
˙ 
˙ ˙ 

˙ 
˙ 
˙ 
˙ 

˙ 
˙ 
˙ 

˙ 

~
~

~
~ ~

~
~

~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~

˙ 
˙ 
˙ 

_ ˙ 
˙ 
˙ 

_ ˙ 
˙ 
˙ 

_ 

˙ ~
~

~

~
~

~

~
~

~
~~

∑ 

œ œ 

f 

œ 
œ 

œ 
œ 

œ _ . 

Hoc

∑ 

w 
w 
w 

w 
w 
w 

_ 

∑ 

˙ _ 
ƒ 

œ 

f 

œ œ 
œ 

œ 
œ 

œ _ . 

ƒ 

∑ 

∑ 

∑  

l l l

l

l

l

l

l l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l
l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l l l l

l

l

l

l

l l l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l
l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l



&

15 16 17

&

&

?

B

Sop.

Ob.I

Hpschd.

Viola

&

18

&

&

?

B

Sop.

Ob.I

Hpschd.

Viola

are haunted by a unique bird,
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She is unique, inasmuch as she lives renewed by her own death.

The Phoenix, Movement 2 /Pg.7
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Note:  Harpsichord 
downbeat is 
measure 1 of 
Movement 4.

The Phoenix, Movement 3 (Cello Solo)

Soprano, Baritone, Oboes, Harpsichord and Violin tacet

Solo.  

 Special Instructions:  Sempre molto 
legato; rubato; espressivo, senza vibrato

quarternote = 45

attacca

Dancelike, but still very slowly
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Carmen Lactantius
Trans. Sr. Mary Francis McDonald, O.P.

of the gleaming gate

And when the Sun has forced back the portals 

The Phoenix, Movement 4 
(Her Indescribable Notes by Day and Night)

Please use natural dynamics throughout, with poco a poco cresc. and dim. as the notes rise and fall.
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And the fine mist of the first light has flashed,

The Phoenix, Movement 4 /Pg.2
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And to greet the new day

She begins to pour forth melodious strains of sacred song 

The Phoenix, Movement 4 /Pg.3
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Which neither the notes of the nightingale nor musical pipes 

with wondrous voice,

The Phoenix, Movement 4 /Pg.4
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Cue English Horn 
and Oboe II

By indescribable notes by day and by night;
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 a priestess to be venerated,

She is an over-seer of the grove and woods,
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And the sole sharer, O Phoebus, of thy secrets.
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rit.
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rit.

rit.
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In order to repair the age lapsed by declining periods

Then after she has passed through a thousand years of life
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Then she seeks this world where death holds sway.

She flees the familiar, sweet couch of the bower.
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where a remote wood lies hidden through the glades.

Through pathless deserts she seeks secret groves
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Then she builds for herself a nest, a sepulchre;
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Chant; note values are approximate.  This movement  
is to be sung and played with energy.
Quarternote = approx:. 90
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Carmen Lactantius
Trans. Sr. Mary Francis McDonald, 
O.P.

and the scent of the far-penetrating amomum,

In this place she piles up cinnamon

The Phoenix, Movement 6
(Building the Sepulchre  

and  the Death  of the Phoenix) 

©2002 Patricia Van Ness
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and balsam with mixed leafage,

The Phoenix, Movement 6 /Pg.2
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Nor is there missing the twig of the mild cassia or that of aromatic arcanthus,

The Phoenix, Movement 6 /Pg.3
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To these she adds tender ears of young spikenard,

Nor the tears and pungent drop of the frankincense.
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and thy strength, Panacea, allied with myrrh.
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Then amid the varied odors she commends her spirit,
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and she does not fear the trust involved in so great a laying-down.
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In the meantime, her body, destroyed by a producing death,
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grows warm, and the heat itself gives birth to a flame; 
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it blazes, and when scorched, it dissolves into ashes.

and from the aetherial light afar off it conceives fire: 
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OBOE CUE FOR VIOLIN IN SOP STAFF.  

VIOLIN CUE FOR OBOE IN BAR STAFF.  

pizz.
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The Phoenix, Movement 7 (Rebirth)
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Recitative

Carmen Lactantius
Trans. Sr. Mary Francis McDonald, O.P.

which has fallen from the star-bearing pole.

She sips the fine ambrosial dews from heavenly nectar 

nor has anyone the charge of feeding the yet unfledged bird. 

There is no food in our world granted to her, 

The Phoenix, Movement 9 
(She Sips the Ambrosial Dew

 and Hastens to the City of the Sun)
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She shows herself to be admired, and she presents herself to be venerated:

She hastens to the city of the Sun;

ready now to return to her native home.

When she begins to flourish in primeval youth, she flies forth,
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Straightway they carve out her form on holy marbles

and the ovating crowd salutes the rare bird.

The Phoenix, Movement 10 /Pg.4
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and mark the event and the day with a new title.

The Phoenix, Movement 10 /Pg.5
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Every kind of flying creature draws itself together in meeting,
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nor is there any remembrance of prey nor any fear.

The Phoenix, Movement 10 /Pg.8
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and the crowd which attends her is happy in its sacred function.

Thronged by a chorus of birds she flies through the heights,
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But after they reach the regions of pure ether, the crowd soon turns back;
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The Phoenix, Movement 11
(She Returns to her Proper Habitat)

Patricia Van Ness
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then she is concealed in her own proper habitat.
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Ah, thou bird of happy lot and purpose,
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She is herself indeed, but still not the same,

to whom God has granted the power of being born from herself!

The Phoenix, Movement 12 /Pg.4
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and neither is the same herself,

The Phoenix, Movement 12 /Pg.5
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