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*from MUSIC FOR THE PSALMS,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes

Adapted by Patricia Van Ness 

from The Psalter,

The Book of Common Prayer

Psalm 137 (By the Waters of Babylon)*

By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept

when we remembered you, O Zion, we remembered you.

As for our harps, we hung them upon the trees in foreign land,

for our oppressors called for a song,

but how shall we sing your song on an alien soil?

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may I forget how to play and sing,

if I forget you, O Jerusalem.
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