Commissioned by Elizabeth Bradley and Coro Allegro, David Hodgkins, Artistic Director
and Premiered on 20 May 2018 by Coro Allegro, Sonja Dutoit Tengblad, soprano, Church of the Covenant, Boston
In Memory of Our Foremothers, Who Fought For Our Deliverance

PSALMS OF LUMINOUS RESCUE*
2. Psalm 12 (O, Help, For There are N o Faithful Left)

O, help, for there are no faithful left.
All speak falsely with a smooth tongue; O, silence smooth tongues!
You answer, "I will rise up and help you, for the needy are oppressed and the poor cry out in anguish.”
Your words are pure, silver refined from ore, purified in the fire.
Save us from this generation; O watch over us.
For the wicked prowl on every side, and that which is vile is highly prized by everyone.

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)
Score rev. 13 February 2019

*from MUSIC FOR THE PSALMS,
dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes

Adapted from The Psalter,
The Book of Common Prayer
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