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You are my refuge and my stronghold; it is you in whom I  put my trust.

You shall cover me with your pinions, and I  shall find refuge under your wings.  Amen.

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

1.  Psalm 91 (You Are My Refuge and My Stronghold)
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My heart quakes within me, and the terrors of death have fallen upon me.

And I  said, “Oh, that I  had wings like a dove! I  would fly away and be at rest.

Had it been an enemy who was against me, I  could have hidden from him.  But it was you, my own 

companion, my guide.  I  said, “Oh, that I  had wings like a dove! I  would fly away and be at rest.

copyright 2013-15, Patricia Van Ness (all rights reserved)

www.PatriciaVanNess.com
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2.  Psalm 55 (Wings Like a Dove)

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,
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Keep me as the apple of your eye;

hide me under the shadow of your wings.

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

3.  Psalm 17 (Keep Me As the Apple of Your Eye)

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)

Score rev. 19 February 2018

*From Music for the Psalms,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes
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Note on Text:  Please follow underlay carefully to avoid sibilants.

Adapted from The Psalter,

The Book of Common Prayer

Beside your springs the birds of the air make their nests

and sing among the branches.

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)

Score rev. 19 February 2018

*From Music for the Psalms,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

4.  Psalm 104 (Birds of the Air)
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The Biblia Sacra Vulgata

 In te confidit anima mea/I  have taken refuge in you; 

et in umbra alarum tuarum sperabo/in the shadow of your wings will I  hope     

 donec transeat iniquitas/until this time of trouble has gone by.

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

5.  Psalm 57 

(In te confidit anima mea/I  Have Taken Refuge in You)

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)

Score rev. 19 February 2018

*From Music for the Psalms,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes
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Adapted from The Psalter,

The Book of Common Prayer

I  seek you, my soul thirsts for you, as in a barren and dry land,

for your loving-kindness is be er than life itself.

You have  been my helper,

and under the shadow of your wings I  will rejoice.

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

6.  Psalm 63 (I  Seek You)

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)

Score rev. 19 February 2018

*From Music for the Psalms,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes
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Adapted from The Psalter,

The Book of Common Prayer

Halleluia! Halleluia! Sun and moon, all you shining stars and heav'n of heav'ns praise you.

Halleluia! Fire and hail and snow and fog and wind praise you.

Wild, wild beasts, cows and sheep and li%le lambs, creeping, creeping, creeping things and all winged birds. praise you.

Halleluia...

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

7.  Psalm 148 (Creeping Things and Winged Birds)

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)

Score rev. 19 February 2018

*From Music for the Psalms,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes
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Adpted from the Psalter, 

The Book of Common Prayer

and the Latin Psalter

  I  will dwell in your house forever;

protegar in velamento alarum tuarum / I  will be protected under the cover of your wings. Amen.

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

8. Psalm 61 (I Will Dwell in Your House Forever)

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)

Score rev. 19 February 2018

*From Music for the Psalms,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes
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How priceless is your love!

I  take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

Adapted from The Psalter, 

The Book of Common Prayer

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA

BIRDS OF THE PSALMS*

9.  Psalm 36 (How Priceless is Your Love)

Music by Patricia Van Ness (1951)

Score rev. 19 February 2018

*From Music for the Psalms,

dedicated in its entirety to Peter Sykes
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In the green-clad, quiet twilight

beauty flew to me,

and I  awakened thrice:

to it, to love, to hope.

Deep, deep below,

a slow chant sings

as I  breathe sweet air

under the shelter of your wing.

Commissioned by Cappella Clausura, Amelia Leclair, Director,

and Premiered on 7 & 8 May 2016, Boston and Newton MA
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10.  Beauty Flew to Me (Reprise of Psalm 91)
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